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On July 20, 2017 from 7:00-9:00 PM, CAIR Pittsburgh and Bend the Arc: Pittsburgh will host a 
bystander intervention training in partnership with Union Project (801 N. Negley Ave). This is the first 
event that Bend the Arc: Pittsburgh, a Jewish social action group, and CAIR, an organization that 
represents American Muslims, are hosting together. Both groups are thrilled to be joining forces to 
tackle local issues that concern religious minorities in the city of Pittsburgh, and hope to work together 
on more projects in the future.  
 
Members of the public are invited to join the bystander intervention training, which will be led by 
Mona MacDonald, Certified Self-Defense Instructor. MacDonald will teach participants how to engage 
in situations of public harassment and violence without escalating the danger.  
 
CAIR Pittsburgh and Bend the Arc: Pittsburgh, in partnership with Union Project, planned this event 
for the community after hearing from Pittsburghers who said that they did not know what to do if they 
saw someone being harassed because of their religious identity—or for any other reason—without 
endangering themself or the person being targeted. This event represents an interfaith attempt to make 
Pittsburgh a more welcoming, safer city for Muslims, Jews, immigrants, refugees, people of color, 
LGBT+, and all other minority groups.  
 
There is a $10 suggested donation to participate in the training, but no one will be turned away if they 
are unable to contribute. Bend the Arc: Pittsburgh and CAIR Pittsburgh kindly request that interested 
participants RSVP using the following link: 
http://www.weveseenthisbefore.org/bystander_intervention_training 
 
Bend the Arc: Pittsburgh works to create more just and equitable communities, in which everyone has 
access to political power and can live and work without fear of discrimination or persecution. We are 
compelled to this effort both by the dictates of our ethical tradition and by historical Jewish 
experiences of persecution and vulnerability. Bend the Arc: Pittsburgh focuses on local and national 
social justice issues. 
 
The Council on American-Islamic Relations: Pittsburgh is a nonprofit, grassroots civil rights and 
advocacy group. CAIR is America’s largest Islamic civil liberties group, with regional offices 



nationwide and in Canada. The national headquarters is located on Capitol Hill in Washington D.C. 
Since its establishment in 1994, CAIR has worked to promote a positive image of Islam and Muslims in 
America. Through media relations, lobbying, education and advocacy, CAIR puts forth an Islamic 
perspective to ensure the Muslim voice is represented. In offering this perspective, CAIR seeks to 
empower the American Muslim community and encourage their participation in political and social 
activism. 
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