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Summary 
� Expert researcher and 
writer who has 
supported projects in a 
variety of fields, 
including public health.  
� Experienced 
administrator with strong 
attention to detail and 
knowledge of 
government and 
foundation grant 
processes.  
� Veteran blogger and 
blog editor practiced in 
marketing publications 
via social media 
platforms 
� Published historian of 
American social welfare 
institutions with a strong 
record of winning funded 
grants. 
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About Me  

I am an evidence-based storyteller who writes engaging and informative content, 
and an eagle-eyed editor who shapes compelling and persuasive messages. With 
over six years of experience as a writer and editor, I founded a business to provide 
academic researchers, small businesses, and non-profit organizations with editorial 
and communications services, including: editing grant proposals, dissertations, and 
book or article manuscripts; writing grants; developing websites; writing content for 
blogs and social media; researching donors and grants; and writing institutional 
histories and developing archives.  

I am also a practicing historian. I have a Ph.D. in American History from Carnegie 
Mellon University, and I research and write about urban life after World War II.  
I use stories to explain why different ethnic and racial groups began living together 
in the same city neighborhoods after the war, and how these diverse groups decided 
to form partnerships and organize to improve their communities. 

Historians are trained to ferret out information, double-check the tiny details, and 
never stop writing! Whether you are a researcher, a small business owner, or a non-
profit organization, you will gain added value by hiring a historian. I possess a 
unique combination of skills and expertise that add value to any project: the ability 
to analyze, synthesize, and persuasively present complex information; experience 
writing for academic and non-expert audiences; familiarity with governmental and 
foundation grant mechanisms; and strong administrative skill and attention to detail. 

Education 

Carnegie Mellon University: Pittsburgh, PA  
Ph.D., Department of History, 2017 
M.A. in History, Department of History, 2012 

Barnard College, Columbia University: New York, NY  
Bachelor of Arts, Cum Laude, 2009 

Publications 

Avigail S. Oren, ““Is a Negro district, in the midst of our fairest cities, to become 
connotative of the ghetto…?”: Using Corpus Analysis to Trace the “Ghetto” in the 
Black Press, 1900-1930,” The Ghetto in Global History, Wendy Z. Goldman and Joe 
W. Trotter (Eds.), Routledge Press, Forthcoming 2018 
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Grant Awards 

“Jews in the Americas” Research Fellowship, Price Library of Judaica, University of 
Florida ($5000) 

Southern Jewish Historical Society Travel Grant for Research in New Orleans ($500) 

William S. Dietrich II Presidential Dissertation Fellowship, Carnegie Mellon University 
($25,000) 

Charleston Research Fellowship, Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish Culture, 
College of Charleston ($1000) 

Selected Participant, Summer Workshop for Early Career Scholars, The Ghetto of 
Venice: The Future of Memory in the Digital Age, University of California, Santa 
Cruz Department of Literature ($1000) 

The Rabbi Joachim Prinz Memorial Fellowship, American Jewish Archives ($2000) 

Kevy Kaiserman Memorial Fellowship, Feinstein Center for American Jewish History, 
Temple University ($3000) 

American Academy for Jewish Research Travel Grant for Graduate Student Research 
($2500) 

GuSH Graduate Student Small Project Help, Carnegie Mellon University ($500) 

Recent Projects in Support of Fundraising Efforts 

“A Story of Gratitude: The Transforming Journey of a Prospective Home Owner” 

A reported story written in support of the end-of-year fundraising campaign for Open 
Hand Ministries, a non-profit organization that helps families to build wealth that 
they can invest in homes in the Pittsburgh neighborhoods of East Liberty and Garfield. 
The campaign goal is to raise $16,000 to support Open Hand’s work.   

“100 Years of the YM-YWHA of Washington Heights And Inwood” 

For the 100th anniversary of this Jewish Community Center, I wrote a 22-page 
narrative history of the institution for its use in marketing, fundraising, and 
commemorative materials. You can read a selection from the piece here.
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